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Abstract

This paper conducts an yes-no referendum experiment whose voting outcome is
valid only if the voter turnout is greater than a predetermined threshold. Our
experiment enables us to find the relationship between the threshold and the
actual voter turnout, and hence to identify which of multiple equilibria obtained
by Hizen and Shinmyo's (2007) game-theoretic model is most likely to be
realized. We observe that (i) if the threshold is low, all voters go to the poll, and
(i) if the threshold is high, voters in the ex-ante majority group go to the poll
while voters in the ex-ante minority group tend to abstain. As a result, it is less
likely that the ex-post minority group wins the referendum, but it frequently
happens that the voting outcome is made invalid due to low voter turnout.
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