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Abstract

Political coalition formation games can describe the formation and dissolution of
nations, as well as the creation of coalition governments, the establishment of political
parties, and other similar phenomena. These games have been studied from a theo-
retical perspective, but the models have not been used extensively in empirical work.
This paper presents a method of estimating political coalition formation models with
many-player coalitions, and then applies this method to the recent heisei municipal
amalgamations in Japan to estimate structural coefficients that describe the behaviour
of municipalities. The method enables counterfactual analysis, which in the Japanese
case shows that the national government could increase welfare via a counter-intuitive
policy involving transfers to richer municipalities conditional on their participation in
a merger.

*I would like to thank my advisors: Daron Acemoglu, Abhijit Banerjee, and Esther Duflo. I would also
like to thank attendees at seminar presentations at EIEF, GRIPS, Hitotsubashi, ITES, LSE, MIT, NYU,
Osaka, Oxford, Pennsylvania, Pompeu Fabra, Toronto, UBC, UCSD, Warwick, and Yale for their helpful
comments. The members of the MIT Political Economy working group provided support, encouragement,
and further useful suggestions.

Institute for Economic Research, Hitotsubashi University. Email: weese@mit.edu.



