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Abstract

Many African countries are introducing insecticide treated nets for malaria prevention; however, the usage rate of these

nets for young people are lower than those for other age groups (Noor et al. (2009b)). We conducted field surveys that

exploited an exogenous situation of a free distribution campaign in Madagascar in 2009 and analyzed its heterogeneous

effects on usage rate. In addition, we analyzed the heterogeneous effects of using nets on malaria infection by extending

a framework of Abadie (2003). We found that (1) when purchasing costs were removed, young people began to use nets;

however, (2) the local average treatment effect (LATE) of using nets on malaria infection for young people was almost

zero and lower than that for other generations. The second finding indicates that the benefits of using nets are lower for

young people, possibly as a result of improper use. These results show that free distribution caused inclusion errors from

the viewpoint of targeting and suggest that self targeting by selling nets (cost sharing) will be more effective than universal

coverage by free distribution.
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