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Abstracts

This paper investigates the impact of informational and motivational seminars for export promotion to
small and medium enterprises (SMEs) in the apparel and textile village clusters in Northern Vietnam.
In order to control for the self-selection biases which the existing literature on programs for export
promotion did not fully correct for, we conducted a randomized control trial and invited randomly
selected firms to one-day seminars. Because only some of the invited firms participated in the
seminars, we employ a 2SLS approach in which dummies for random invitation are used as
instruments for the actual participation. Then, we find that the seminars for export promotion had
some positive effects on participant firms’ preparation for, perception of, and engaging in exporting.
Therefore, our findings suggest that governments should provide information through seminars and
training courses to facilitate exports of SMEs for which lack of information is a barrier to export
besides low productivity.
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