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Abstract

This paper estimates the effect of the schools’ instruction time on students’ test score in
Japan by using the Trends in International Mathematics and Science Study (TIMSS). We make
use of the curriculum standards revision in 2002 to derive variations of instruction time. In
addition, characteristics of schools and information about socioeconomic background can be
controlled. Applying time dimension of panel data structure to two subjects, mathematics and
science, allows us to control individual fixed effects and schools fixed effect. We find that an
increase in instruction time raises students’ test score even though there are little effects. The
impact is larger for students who are not good at studying.
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