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Abstract

In the late nineteenth century in Japan, there were large and rapid constructions of middle
schools and vocational schools of commerce, technology, and agriculture by government subsi-
dization for establishing a modern education system. Exploiting variations across cohorts and
regions in the exposures to the number of such schools, this paper examines the effects of im-
proved access to middle level education on occupational outcomes. The outcomes are measured
by using the Japanese Who’s Who Records that list biographies of a large number of notables
and high tax payers in 1930s. The results of empirical analysis suggest that both of the increas-
ing numbers of middle schools and commercial schools in a region contributed to an increase in
the number of persons who were born in the region and appeared on the Who’s Who Records
as business elites. In addition, the results imply that middle schools contributed to producing
notable engineers, scholars, politicians, and high-ranking military officers. Overall the estimated
effects are larger for those born in commoners families who had no access to post-elementary

level education in the previous feudal society.
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