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Abstract This study proposes a new Bayesian approach to estimating a uni-
variate ordered probit model with individual heterogeneity. The method is
applied to happiness data on Australia, Canada, and the United States. The
data is taken from the World Values Survey, Wave 5, conducted from 2005 to
2009. The empirical results indicate that the models with individual hetero-
geneity perform better than the models without individual heterogeneity do.
Furthermore, the effects of individual heterogeneity vary among these three
countries.
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