
Estimating the effect of the study abroad program on the English ability: Evidence from the 

undergraduate students in Japan1 

 

Aaron Sponseller(Osaka Jogakuin College), Hajime Nishitani(Hiroshima University), Kaneko 

Shinji(Hiroshima University), Keisuke Kawata(University of Tokyo), Mitsuhiro Morita(Hiroshima 

University), 

Top Global University Project Data Analysis Team at Hiroshima University 

 

Abstract 

The study estimates the causal effect of the short-study abroad program on the English ability. We use the 

administrative data set containing information about undergraduates in a Japanese university, the 

Hiroshima University. A part of those students participates the START program by which they can freely 

study abroad in two weeks. Moreover, almost students in the Hiroshima University take English test 

(TOEIC) before and after the START program, which allows us to use the difference-in-difference 

identification strategy. Even through the program supports just two-weeks study abroad, our estimation 

results show the significant average effects of the program on both reading and listening scores. 

                                                      

 


