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Abstract We empirically investigate how blood types influence blood donation behaviors. Using a 

nationally representative survey in Japan, Preference Parameters Study of Osaka University, we find 

that people with blood type O are more likely to have donated their blood at least once within the past 

few years than those with the other blood types. This association is strongly observed in the sample, 

who believe that blood type O medically can be transfused into all blood groups. In contrast, we do 

not find any significant relationship between the blood type O and any other altruistic behaviors, 

including registration of bone marrow donation, intention of organ donation, and monetary donations. 

Also, we do not find the relationship between the blood type O and any altruistic personalities and 

characteristics, including altruism, trust, reciprocity, and cooperativeness. We discuss these results 

imply that people with blood type O more likely donate their blood, not because they are more altruistic, 

but because the blood type O is a public good with a larger number of potential subjects for blood 

transfusion. This study provides a unique field evidence of Andreoni (2007). 
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