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Abstract

This paper examines the long-run impact of temperature changes on internal migrations within coun-
tries using a 56km×56km grid cell level dataset on net migrations, temperatures, and precipitation.
Our dataset covers 162 countries in the world at the 10-year frequency during the period 1970-2000.
We find that rising temperatures reduce rural-urban migrations in poor countries while they increase
such migrations in middle-income countries. These differential migration responses are consistent with
a simple economic model where earning incentives to migrate and liquidity constraints on migrants
interact to determine net migration flows. Both regressions using grid-cell level micro data as well as
aggregate country-level regression, constructed by aggregating the grid cell level data confirm these
findings.
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