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Abstract

Whether universal preschool education can eliminate the achieve-
ment gap among children in the long-run has been debated in the U.S
and elsewhere. This paper offers new evidence from an experience of
massive expansion of preschool education occurred in Japan. Using
prefecture-level data, we estimate the impact of differences in policy
pressure measured by the gap between the target and the initial enroll-
ment on the two measures of the long-term educational achievement:
high school completion rate and college advancement rate. We find
that the expansion of kindergarten had a small but significant positive
impact on high school completion, but not on the college advancement
rate.
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