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Abstract

We consider social preference functions, which map each preference profile
to merely a complete binary relation of alternatives. The purpose of this paper
is to characterize the pairwise majority rule, which determines the social com-
parison between any two alternatives depended only on how many individuals
prefer one to the other. We show that the pairwise majority rule is more deci-
sive than any other social preference function satisfying neutrality, anonymity,
and a property about manipulability. Also we show that the pairwise majority
rule is the unique social preference function satisfying neutrality, anonymity,

non-manipulability, and positive responsiveness.
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